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THE GATHERING  
 

We plough the fields, and scatter sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 We plough the fields, and scatter 
 the good seed on the land, 
 but it is fed and watered 
 by God's almighty hand: 
 he sends the snow in winter, 
 the warmth to swell the grain, 
 the breezes and the sunshine, 
 and soft, refreshing rain. 
 All good gifts around us  
 are sent from heaven above;  
 then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord,  
 for all his love.  
 
2 He only is the maker 
 of all things near and far; 
 he paints the wayside flower, 
 he lights the evening star; 
 the winds and waves obey him, 
 by him the birds are fed; 
 much more to us, his children, 
 he gives our daily bread. 
 Chorus  
 
3 We thank thee then, O Father, 
 for all things bright and good, 
 the seed-time and the harvest, 
 our life, our health, our food. 
 No gifts have we to offer 
 for all thy love imparts, 
 but that which thou desirest  
 Our humble, thankful hearts. 
 Chorus  
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Matthias Claudius (1740-1815) tr Jane Montgomery Campbell (1817-1878) Wir 
pflügen und wir streuen (Public Domain) 
 
 In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 
All Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 
These or other suitable words of introduction are used 

God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

All Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
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we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are,  
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
All Amen. 

 
 
THE GLORIA  

 
All Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth 
 

Lord God, heavenly king,  
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT 
 
The president introduces the Collect which is said by all. 
 

Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness and you 
give us the fruits of the earth in their season: grant that we may 
use them to your glory, for the relief of those in need and for our 
own well-being; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.  
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
The Readings 

 
At the end of each the reader says 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God.  
 
First Reading 
 
Joel 2: 21—27 
21 Do not fear, O soil; 

   be glad and rejoice, 

   for the Lord has done great things! 
22 Do not fear, you animals of the field, 

   for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 

the tree bears its fruit, 

   the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
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23 O children of Zion, be glad 

   and rejoice in the Lord your God; 

for he has given the early rain* for your vindication, 

   he has poured down for you abundant rain, 

   the early and the later rain, as before. 
24 The threshing-floors shall be full of grain, 

   the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 

25 I will repay you for the years 

   that the swarming locust has eaten, 

the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 

   my great army, which I sent against you. 

26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 

   and praise the name of the Lord your God, 

   who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never 

again be put to shame. 
27 You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 

   and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. 

And my people shall never again 

   be put to shame. 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

ALL:   Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Reading 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Mark 6: 25—33 
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25 ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you 
will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And can 
any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of 
life? 28And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor 
spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 
clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of 
the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little 
faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” 
or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” 32For it is 
the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But 
strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given to you as well.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
THE SERMON  

THE CREED 

All We believe in one God,  
the Father, the almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
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of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
These or some other responses may be used 

Lord in your mercy 
All Hear our Prayer 
 
And at the end 

Merciful Father 
All Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT  
 
THE PEACE 
 
These or other suitable words are used 

You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the 
mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and 
all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All And also with you. 
 

The people may greet each other with an appropriate sign of peace. 
 
HYMN:  
For the beauty of the earth 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 For the beauty of the earth, 
 for the beauty of the skies, 
 for the love which from our birth 
 over and around us lies: 
 Lord of all, to thee we raise  
 this our sacrifice of praise.  
  
2 For the beauty of each hour 
 of the day and of the night, 
 hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
 sun and moon and stars of light: 
 Chorus  
 
3 For the joy of human love, 
 brother, sister, parent, child, 
 friends on earth, and friends above, 
 for all gentle thoughts and mild: 
 Chorus  
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4 For each perfect gift of thine 
 to our race so freely given, 
 graces human and divine, 
 flowers of earth and buds of heaven: 
 Chorus  
 Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917)  

 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:  
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. It will 
become for us the bread of life. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:  
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, fruit 
of the vine and work of human hands.  
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

The Lord is here. 
All His Spirit is with us. 

 

Lift up your hearts 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
All It is right to give our thanks and praise  

 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
And now we give you thanks 
because all things are of your making, 
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all times and seasons obey your laws, 
but you have chosen to create us in your own image, 
setting us over the whole world in all its wonder. 
You have made us stewards of your creation, 
to praise you day by day 
for the marvels of your wisdom and power: 
so earth unites with heaven 
to sing the new song of creation: 

 
All Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are 
full of your Glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father,  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command,  
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, 
taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
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Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,  
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice  
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and 
cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection until 
he comes in glory. 

 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

All When we eat this bread,  
when we drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,  
until you come in glory. 

 

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day when  
your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.  
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms and bring us with  
all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.  
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, 
O loving Father, for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
All Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread,  
forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The president breaks the consecrated bread 
 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
All Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, redeemer of the world, give us your peace. 
 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you 
and that he now lives for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts  
by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
Let us give thanks to God, the God of all peoples of the earth. For 
the colour and forms of your creation and our place within it, we 
bring our thanks, good Lord: 

All: your mercy endures for ever.  
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For our daily food, and for those whose work and skill bring your 
good gifts to us, we bring our thanks, good Lord:  

All:  your mercy endures for ever.  
 

For the gifts and graces inspired in human minds and hearts; for 
insight and imagination, for the skills of research which bring 
healing and fulfilment to the lives of many; we bring our thanks, 
good Lord:  

All:  your mercy endures for ever.  
 

For the light and shades of the changing seasons, and their variety 
and dependability; for new life and growth out of barrenness and 
decay; we bring our thanks, good Lord:  

All: your mercy endures for ever.  
 
For new hope and strength in our communities, especially in your 
Church and among all you call to serve you, we bring our thanks, 
good Lord:  

All: your mercy endures for ever.  
 
 

For all in whose lives we see goodness, kindness, gentleness, 
patience and humility, and all the fruit of the Spirit, we bring our 
thanks, good Lord:  

All:  your mercy endures for ever.  
 
 For the life we have been given, and for all those whom you have 

given us to share it, we bring our thanks, good Lord:  
All:  your mercy endures for ever  
 
Amen 
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FINAL HYMN  
 
All creatures of our God and King 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 All creatures of our God and King 

lift up your voice and with us sing 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

2 Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
ye clouds that sail in heaven along, 
O praise him, alleluia. 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 
ye lights of evening, find a voice; 
O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

3 Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
make music for thy Lord to hear, 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thou fire so masterful and bright, 
that givest hearts both warmth and light: 
O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

4 Dear mother earth, who day by day 
unfoldest blessings on our way, 
O praise him, alleluia. 
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 
let them his glory also show: 
O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   
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5 Let all things their Creator bless, 
and worship him in humbleness; 
O praise him, alleluia. 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
and praise the Spirit, Three in One; 
O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   
 
William Henry Draper (1855-1933) based on Laudato sii, O me signore St 
Francis of Assisi's Canticle of the Sun (Public Domain) 

 
THE BLESSING 
 

All   Lord of life and giver of hope, we pledge ourselves to care for 

creation, to reduce our waste, to live sustainably, and to value 

the rich diversity of life. May your wisdom guide us, that life in 

all its forms may flourish, and may be faithful in voicing 

creation’s praise.  

President:  

May God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all 

goodness, pour his blessing upon all things created, and upon us 

his children, that we may use his gifts to his glory and the 

welfare of all peoples; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you now and always.   

Amen 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 
 Go in the peace of Christ.  
All  Thanks be to God.  

 


